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VE-GSPro

OWNER'S MANUAL BikBAE

Before using this unit, carefully read the sections entitled: "USING
THE UNIT SAFELY" and "IMPORTANT NOTES" These sections
provide important information concerning the proper operation of
the unit. Additionally, in order to feel assured that you have gained
a good grasp of every feature provided by your new unit, this
manual should be read in its entirety. The manual should be saved
and kept on hand as a convenient reference.
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Thank you for purchasing the Roland VE-GS Pro Voice Expansion
Board.

The VE-GS Pro Voice Expansion Board adds SC-88 Pro sound
device functions to the A-90, A-70, and MC-80.

The VE-GS Pro with 64 simultaneous voices, features an
impressive variety of built-in effects, including reverb, chorus, EQ,
and Multi-Effects, providing the artist with even greater
possibilities of expression.
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The VE-GS Pro is specifically designed for the A-90, A-70 and MC-
80. Please do not install it to any other device.
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M Installing the VE-GS Pro

P Always turn the unit off and unplug the power cord before
g» attempting installation of the VE-GS Pro.

Do not leave the board lying about where it can be stepped on or be

damaged.

To avoid the risk of damage to internal components that can be caused

by static electricity, please carefully observe the following whenever

you handle the board.

* Before you touch the board, always first grasp a metal object {such as
a water pipe), so you are sure that any static electricity you might
have been carrying has been discharged.

* When handling the board, grasp it only by its edges. Avoid touching
any of the electronic components or connectors.

* Save the bag in which the board was originally shipped, and put the
board back into it whenever you need to store or transport it.

@fig. 1 Removing the cover /1 H/N\—DOEH 4L
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1. Remove the cover. (fig. 1)
o Remove only the specified screws.

* A-90: Use a screwdriver to remove the four screws holding the
LCD cover at the center of the front panel.

- A-70, MC-80: Remove the bottom panel cover.
* Please take care not to touch the LCD (liquid crystal display)
inside.
* Do not touch any of the printed circuit pathways or connection
terminals.

2. Connect the board holder as shown on the diagram. (fig. 2)

3. Securely insert the board's connector into the connector in the unit.
At this point, the three board holder pins should be protruding
through the board's three holes. (fig. 2)
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* Never use excessive force when installing the VE-GS Pro. If it
doesn't fit properly on the first attempt, remove the board and try
again.

4. Using the locking tool included with the board, turn the board holder
clockwise just 1/4 of a turn, and the board will be fixed to the unit.

* When circuit board installation is complete, double-check your work.

5. Finally, attach the cover.
If you ever need to remove the board, after turning off power to the

device in which it is installed, remove the board by reversing the order
of the steps used to install the board.

M Regarding Operation Methods .........c.oveeeerereeeeeererernennenes
®With the MC-80

Please refer to "Using the Internal Sound Generator (VE-GS Pro)" in the
MC-80 Owner's Manual.

@®With the A-90/70

With the A-90 or A-70, operation varies depending on the version used.
If VE-GS Pro is installed, you can check the latest as well as previous
versions in the window that appears when the A-90's or A-70's power
is turned on.

OIf "Expandable Controller Roland A-90 (A-70) with VE-GS Pro" is
displayed:
In addition to operation of the VE-GS1 as described in the A-90/A-70
Owner's Manual, you can also use the effect-related functions shown
in the included information sheet.

OIf "Expandable Controller Roland A-90 (A-70) with VE-GS2" is
displayed:
Here you can run it the same way as the VE-GS1 as described in the
A-90/A-70 Owner's Manual.

While all Patches available when the VE-GS Pro is installed can be
selected using Program Change and Bank Select messages, some of
the Patch names are not displayed. To have all Patch names
displayed, upgrade (A-90/70) to the most recent version (available
for purchase); the Multi-Effects (EFX) settings window is then
added.

Contact the nearest Roland Service Center or authorized Roland

distributor if you need more detailed information regarding
upgrades

* When receiving data via the MIDI IN connector and playing the
data through the VE-GS Pro, you can receive messages regardless
of the version of A-90 or A-70 used.

B To listen to the DemOo SONES .........ovvvreeerierurirerrerisssessssereenns
The VE-GS Pro contains 1 demo song.

Song Title: Walkin' on the Sun

Music by Scott Tibbs
Copyright (C) 1998, Roland Corporation US

Scott Tibbs

Scott Tibbs has performed and conducted for several orchestral groups, including
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, throughout the United States, Canada, Latin
America, and Japan. His diverse compositional output ranges from numerous
film, theater and television projects to the symphonic concert stage. For the past
four years, he has been teaching music composition and theory at UCLA where
he has received a Ph.D. degree in composition. He has performed with well-
known artists Dizzy Gillespie, Bill Cosby, Jerry Sienfeld, and Bobby Shew,
amongst numerous others.

To play Demo Songs stored in the VE-GS Pro, do as follows.
@®With the A-90 and A-70

1. Press the PGM CHANGE and AUX2 buttons in PARAMETER
SELECT simultaneously.

2. Press the START/STOP button in SEQUENCER CONTROL to start
playing the song.

3. To stop playing, press the START/STOP button again.

4. Press the EXIT button in DATA ENTRY to return to the previous
mode before playing the demo song,.

@With the MC-80
1. After pressing the TOOLS button, press F3 (MIDI).
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#1% .  Walkin' on the Sun
{Ef#I# © Scott Tibbs (A2 v b - 71 7 R)
Copyright (C) 1998, Roland Corporation US
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2. Press F6 (EXPBOARD).
3. Press F6 (DEMOPLAY) to begin performance of the demo song,.
4. Press F5 (DEMOSTOP) to stop the performance.

5. Press EXIT several times to return to the SONG window.

(Each press of the EXIT button returns the previous windows to the
display one by one.)
* All rights reserved. Unauthorized use of this material for purposes

other than private, personal enjoyment is a violation of applicable
laws.

*No data for the music that is played will be output from MIDI OUT.

*A separate publication titled "MIDI Implementation” is also available. It
provides complete details concerning the way MIDI has been implemented
on this unit. If you should require this publication (such as when you
intend to carry out byte-level programming), please contact the nearest
Roland Service Center or authorized Roland distributor.

M The General MIDI System and GS Format ............ccc..o.u.....

@®What is the General MIDI System?

The General MIDI System is a universal set of specifications for sound
generating devices. These specifications seek to allow for the creation
of music files which is not limited to equipment by a particular
manufacturer or to specific models.

The General MIDI System defines things such as the minimum number
of voices that should be supported, the MIDI messages that should be
recognized, which sounds correspond to which Program Change
numbers, and the layout of rhythm sounds on the keyboard. Thanks to
these specifications, any device that is equipped with sound sources
supporting the General MIDI System will be able to accurately
reproduce General MIDI Scores (music files created for the General
MIDI System), regardless of the manufacturer or model.

@®What is the GS Format?

The GS Format is Roland's set of specifications for standardizing the
performance of sound generating devices. In addition to including
support for everything defined by the General MIDI System, the
highly-compatible GS Format additionally offers an expanded number
of sounds, provides for the editing of sounds, and spells out many
details for a wide range of extra features, including effects such as
reverb and chorus.

Designed with the future in mind, the GS Format can readily include
new sounds and support new hardware features when they arrive.
Since it is upwardly compatible with the General MIDI System,
Roland's GS Format is capable of reliably playing back GM Scores
equally as well as it performs GS Music Files (music files that has been
created with the GS Format in mind).

This product supports both General MIDI and GS. Music files which
carries either of these logos can be accurately reproduced.

*GS ( 6} ) is a registered trademark of Roland Corporation.
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HIMPORTANT NOTES

In addition to the items listed under "USING THE UNIT
SAFELY", please read and observe the following:

Placement

* Do not expose the unit to direct sunlight, place it near
devices that radiate heat, leave it inside an enclosed
vehicle, or otherwise subject it to temperature
extremes. Excessive heat can deform or discolor the
unit.

Maintenance

* Never use benzine, thinners, alcohol or solvents of any
kind, to avoid the possibility of discoloration and/or
deformation.

specifications and/or contents of this package are
subject to change without prior notice.
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USING THE UNIT SAFELY

I INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF FIRE, ELECTRIC SHOCK, OR INJURY TO PERSONS

About /A WARNING and /A CAUTION Notices

About the Symbols

Used for instructions intended to alert
the user to the risk of death or severe
injury should the wunit be used
improperly.

/A\WARNING

Used for instructions intended to alert
the user to the risk of injury or material
damage should the unit be used
improperly.

A\ CAUTION

* Material damage refers to damage or

other adverse effects caused with
respect to the home and all its
furnishings, as well to domestic
animals or pets.

The A\ symbol alerts the user to important instructions
or warnings.The specific meaning of the symbol is
determined by the design contained within the
triangle. In the case of the symbol at left, it is used for
general cautions, warnings, or alerts to danger.

A

The © symbol alerts the user to items that must never
be carried out (are forbidden). The specific thing that
must not be done is indicated by the design contained
within the circle. In the case of the symbol at left, it
means that the unit must never be disassembled.

The @ symbol alerts the user to things that must be
carried out. The specific thing that must be done is
indicated by the design contained within the circle. In
the case of the symbol at left, it means that the power-
cord plug must be unplugged from the outlet.

e

ALWAYS OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING

/\WARNING |

l /\WARNING ]

* Before using this unit, make sure to read the c
instructions below, and the Owner's Manual.

¢ Do not open or perform any internal modifications
on the unit.

* Do not attempt to repair the unit, or replace parts ®
within it (except when this manual provides specific
instructions directing you to do so). Refer all servic-

ing to your retailer, the nearest Roland Service
Center, or an authorized Roland distributor, as listed

on the "Information” page.

* Never use or store the unit in places that are:
* Subject to temperature extremes (e.g., direct
sunlight in an enclosed vehicle, near a heating
duct, on top of heat-generating equipment); or are
e Damp (e.g., baths, washrooms, on wet floors);
or are
e Humid; or are
* Exposed to rain; or are
¢ Dusty; or are
* Subject to high levels of vibration.

¢ Do not allow any objects (e.g., flammable material,
coins, pins); or liquids of any kind (water, soft drinks,
etc.) to penetrate the unit.

¢ In households with small children, an adult should
provide supervision until the child is capable of fol-
lowing all the rules essential for the safe operation of
the unit.

¢ Protect the unit from strong impact.
(Do not drop it!)

* Before installing the VE-GS Pro, you must first o
always turn off the unit and unplug its power cord.

l /\ CAUTION |

* Never climb on top of, nor place heavy objects on ®
the unit.

¢ Install the circuit board only into the specified unit 0
(MC-80, A-90/70). Remove only the specified screws
during the installation.

Copyright © 1998 ROLAND CORPORATION

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproducted in any form without the written permission of ROLAND
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